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FFICE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

Report  1ml 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK,  WYO. 

June  19,  1959 

Memorandum 

To :       Director 

Frora :     Superintendent 

Subject:  Monthly  Report  for  May,  1935 

Following  is  the  report  oil  activities  for  Yellowstone 
National  Park  during  the  month  of  May,  1959 : 

General 

Weather.  Precipitation  was  recorded  on  16  days  in  the 
Matamoth  area,  with  a  high  total  precipitation  of  2,  -    -    .  The 

Bvaicinaira  temperature  recorded  was  77  degrees,  and  the  minimum, 
24  degrees. 

There  were  heavy  snows  during  the  month  and  blizzard 
conditions,  especially  on  the  Bear tooth  section  of  the  Red  Lodge- 
Cooke  City  highway,  which  delayed  the  scheduled  opening  one  day, 
viz.  June  2. 

Range.  The  Lamar  Sub -District  Ranger  has  been  assigned 
to  photograph  the  experimental  test  plots  on  the  Northern  Elk  Range. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel.  The  collection  of  motor 
vehicle  license  fees  began  on  May  1,  when  the  North,  West,  East 
and  South  Entrances  were  opened  to  public  travel.  Last  year  the 
East  and  South  gates  opened  May  15.   For  the  first  15  days,  3,758 
cars  carrying  12,648  people  entered  the  Park;  3,341  were  first 
entries  while  414  were  re-entries.  During  the  month  of  May  46,610 
visitors  entered  the  Park  as  against  53,781  last  year.  Travel  for 
the  month  was  13.3  per  cent  lower  than  May  1958,  and  12.4  per  cent 
for  the  yearly  travel  to  May  31. 

A  survey  was  conducted  during  the  week  of  May  9  to  16  by 
Park  Rangers  at  the  four  gateways.  Counts  were  made  of  cars  by 
states  and  every  state  in  the  Union,  including  the  new  states  of 
Alaska  and  Hawaii,  and  District  of  Columbia  were  represented.  Seven 
Canadian  provinces  were  included  and  cars  were  recorded  from  England, 
Germany,  Italy  and  Japan.  During  this  period  1,844  cars  were 
admitted  and  more  than  one- third  came  from  the  three  adjoining  states, 
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Montana,  Wyoming  and  Idaho.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  other  area 
administered  by  the  National  Park  Service  could  show  representation 
from  all  of  the  states  and  so  many  foreign  countries  in  one  week's 
travel  before  the  heavy  travel  started. 

There  was  an  Increase  in  trailer  travel  for  May,  209  as 
against  167  for  May  193d. 

Inspections.  Mr.  Frank  L.  Brown,  Construction  Repre- 
sentative, WODC,  arrived  on  the  6th  for  sucsaer  assignment  here. 

Mr.  Ted  Wirth,  Supervisory  Park  Landscape  Architect, 
WODC,  in  charge  of  operations  in  Yellowstone,  arrived  for  the 
summer  on  May  13. 

Other  WODC  personnel  included  Messrs.  Eugene  Karr, 
n  and  Edwin  J.  Axline. 


Mr.  Harold  Johnson,  Local  Board  Advisor,  10th  Civil  Service 
Region,  Denver,  made  his  regular  quarterly  visit  to  the  Park  May  15 
through  18th. 

Mr.  Ellis  Gordon,  US  Geological  Survey  in  Cheyenne,  Wyoming, 
visited  the  Park  on  the  8th  to  discuss  work  to  be  done  in  the  Crant 
Village  area. 

Biologist  Robert  Bendt  from  Grand  Teton  National  Park  was 
in  the  Park  May  6  and  7  conferring  on  elk  reduction  with  Yellowstone 
Officials  and  Field  Biologist  Walter  H.  Kittaas  from  Region  Two 
Office. 

Superintendent  Oberhansiey  and  Park  Engineer  Schults  of 
Grand  Teton  visited  the  Park  May  7  to  discuss  matters  affecting  the 
two  Parks.   Superintendent  Ov»eraa:iSley,  Forester  Barre    md 
Supervisory  Accountant  Dans  from  Grand  Teton  were  in  the  Park  May  14 
conferring  on  various  Park  matters. 

ilr.  James  F.  Hartzell,  Superintendent  of  Devils  Tower 
National  Monument,  Wyoming,  visited  Yellowstone  May  20  and  21. 

Messrs.  John  Rohn  and  Robert  Jones  from  the  Region  Two 
Office  were  a.n  the  Park  :4a/  23  tod  •'-  noting  improvements  wade 
under  the  MISSION  66  program. 

Mr.  William  Kennedy,  District  Engineer  with  the  Topographic 
Branch  of  the  uSGS,  in  May  27  to  make  arrangement ■  for  Park  mapping 
crews  during  the  coming  season. 
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The  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Upper  Gallatin 
Conservation  Association  in  Boseman  was  attended  by  Chief  Park 
Ranger  Brown  on  May  12. 

Banger  W.  Ton  Milligan  and  Smokejumper  Manion  attended 
an  aerial  operations  meeting  and  fire  school  conducted  by  t 
U.  S.  Forest  Service  in  Missoula,  Montana,  during  the  week  of  May  11. 

Assistant  Superintendent  Gastellum  and  Landscape  Architect 
Matt son  were  in  Billings  May  14  and  15   conferring  with  Mr.  Orr 
Pickering,  architect  for  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company,  who  is 
designing  10  new  houses  proposed  for  Mammoth. 

A  farewell  party  was  held  on  May  15  for  Chief  Park 
Naturalist  David  deL.  Condon  whose  transfer  and  promotion  to  Great 
Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  was  effective  May  31. 

Employees  of  the  Division  of  Maintenance  and  Operation  of 
Physical  Facilities,  friends  and  co-workers  attended  a  get-together 
May  15  to  honor  Wyman  Benson,  Plumber-Foreman,  who  retired  May  30. 

On  May  18  Superintendent  Garrison,  Management  Assistant 
Joffe,  Chief  Park  Banger  Brown,  Park  fiigineer  Rowe,  end  concessioner 
representatives  Messrs.  Huntley  Child,  Jack  £.  Kaynes  anc      B. 
Galusha,  Jr.,  went  to  Cody  for  the  annual  get-together  meeting  with 
:s  of  The  Cody  Club. 


The  Montana  Power  Company  started  installation  of  line 
between  Memmoth  and  Norris  on  May  19. 

Officials  on   the  Park  service  and  Yellowstone  concessioners 
met  in  West  Yellowstone  with  a  group  of  West  Yellowstone  businessmen 
on  May  21  to  discuss  matters  affecting  that  community. 

Assistant  Superintendent  Gas tel lam  and  Personnel  Officer 
Short  attended  the  11th  Annual  Personnel  Management  Conference  of 
the  Utah  Federal  Personnel  Council  in  Salt  Lake  City  on  May  2_>. 
Mr.  Gastellum  was  on  the  Panel  Discussion:  "What  Management  fispe 
of  its  Personnel  Program  and  staif".  Mr.  peul  W.  Hodsoa,  Vice 
President  for  Business,  University  of  Utah  was  Moderator.  On  their 
return  from  Salt  Lake  City  Asslstaut  Superintendent  Gastellum 
participated  in  the  opening  ceremonies  at  Craters  of  the  Moon 
National  Monument  for  the  1959  season. 

Representatives  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  other 
organisations  from  Billings,  Hardin,  Laurel  and  Red  Lodge,  Montana, 
visited  the  Park  May  25  and  were  taken  on  a  "Show-Me"  trip  from 
Cooke  City  on  the  Red  Lodge  road.  These  men  were  Impressed  with  the 
large  amount  of  snow  remaining  on  the  road  and  difficulties  and 
dangers  encountered  in  an  attempt  to  meet  the  target  date  of  June  1. 
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Radio  Program  Director,  Leo  D.  Ellingson,  station  KFB3, 
Great  Fallo,  Montana,  vas  in  the  Park  May  26  interviewing  various 
division  heads  and  other  officials  for  taps  recordings.  Thirteen 
recordings  were  aade  for  future  broadcasts  from  KFBB  during  the 
eusner. 

A  staff  meeting  was  held  May  21. 

Administration 

nel.  John  E.  Ingmanson,  Curator,  GS-5,  promotion 
and  change  of  headquarters  to  Archeolo^ist,  GS-7,  Effigy  Mounds 
National  Monument,  McGregor,  Iowa,      cive  May  19. 

David  deL.  Condon,  promotion  frou  Chief  Park  Naturalist, 
GS-11,  Yellowstone,  to  Assistant  Superintendent,  05-13,  Great 
Smoky  Mountains  National  park,  Gatlinburg,  Tennessee,  effective 
May  31. 

Harry  V.  Reynolds,  promotion  from  Law  Enforcement 
Officer,  GS-9,  to  District  Park  Ranger,  GS-11,  effective  May  11. 

Wyman  P.  Benson,  Foreman  II  Plumber,  retirement,  effective 
May  30,  after  approximately  23  years  of  service  with  the  National 
Park  Service. 

Agricultural  Aid  James  G.  Kiraberlin  returned  to  duty  on 
May  4  after  an  extended  sick  and  annual  leave  since  September  30,  1958. 

District  Ranger  Harold  0*  Edwards  continued  on  sick  leave 
throughout  the  month. 

In- service  Training.  The  Yellowstone  Safety  Committee 
showed  three  safety  films  to  all  employees  on  May  1. 

An  orientation  program  for  officials  and  employees  of 
the  Montana  Power  Company  was  held  at  Mammoth  May  2.  Employees 
of  the  Mountain  States  Tel.  &  Tel.  Company  participated  in  the 
program.  3oth  these  companies  are  now  considered  Yellowstone 
:essioner s . 


A  conference  for  permanent  Ranger  Personnel  was  conducted 
May  4  through  8.  Fire  training  and  law  enforcement  films  vera  shown. 

Miscellaneous.  The  National  Federation  of  Federal  Employees 
Union,  Local  465 a  held  its  regular  monthly  meeting  on  May  4. 
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The  Montana  State  Federation  of  Federal  Bnaployoeo  Unii 
held  Its  annual  convention  In  Billings,  Ilcntana,  on  May  9. 
Levis  A.  CastelUtiu,  Fourth  National  Vice  President  oi 
Federation  of  Federal  Baployees  wa3  the  principal  speaker  at  the 
Convention.  Mr.  George  J.  Tracy,  Treasurer  of  the  Yellowstone 
Local,  was  elected  Montana  State  President,  and  Helen  E.  T    , 
Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  si lis  £. 
was  the  oa»0oin£  president.  The  1     bate  Convention  will  be 
held  at  Canyon  Village,  May  27  and  28. 

The  regular  monthly  Meeting  American  Federation  ox 
Government  Employees  was  held  on  the  11th, 

The  Yellowstone  park  School  held  &   Field  Day  trip  on 
May  15,  and  school  closed  May  23. 

A  renjuejc  for  printing  3QC ,  ?pies  of  the  19  low- 
stone  folders  was  sent  from  the  l.asbington  Office  to  the  Government 
Printing  Office  on  May  5. 

The  1959  wishing  season  opened  May  30. 

The  national  Park  Service  mess  at  East  was  opened 
Eeartooth  Mess  opened  May  4. 

The  summer  location  for  the  UODC  office  will  be  in  the 
eld  mess  house  of  the  fish  hatchery  at  Lake,  which  was  oceu 
May  25. 

The  ice  on  Yellowstone  Lake  started  to  break  up  on  Ma. 


An  earth  tremor  was  experienced  at  the  Lake-Fishing  Br 
area  at  7:02  a.m.  on  the  25th. 

The  Wyoming  Employment  Office  opened  at  Canyon  on  Max 
to  assist  with  employment  matters. 

In  cooperation  with  the  DSFWS,  rotenone  was  applied  to 
Squaw  Lake  on  the  27th  in  an  effort  to  rid  the  lake  of  trash 
Investigation  is  being  conducted  by  Br.  Norman  Benson  to  determine 
the  effectiveness  of  the  operation. 

Montana  Game  and  Fish  Department  personnel  are  stuc 
effects  and  dosages  of  tranquilizers  used  on  bears. 

The  permanent  employees  at  Mammoth  have  set  up  a  directing 
body  for  the  Yellowstone  Park  School  with  representation  on  t 
School  Board  oi'  the  various  groups  in  the  community.  There  will  be 
registration  for  voting,  election  board,  and  elections.  This  will 
provide  for  better  operation  of  the  Masnoth  school. 
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Births,  A  daughter,  Penuelia  Susan,  was  born  ilay  It 

to  Mr,  and  Mr3.  Delmar  G.  Peterson,  le  Coe  Memorial  Hospital, 
Cody,  Wyoming.  Mr.  Peterson  is  a  pa      _,er  with  the  National 
Park  Service  in  Yellowstone. 

Deaths.  Mrs.  Daisy  May  Woo*  ,    ,  Maywood,  Culilornia, 
passed  away  May  20  of  a  heart  attach  at  the   campers  cabins  at  Old 
Faithful.  Mrs.  Mood   was  a  visitor. 

Mathew  M.  Oulette,  Jr.,  52,  parsed  away  Memorial  •   , 
May  30,  1959.  Mr.  Oulette  suffered  a   heart  attack  while  wai,. 
from  Slide  Lake  where  he  had  been        .  He  was  employed  by  the 
National  Pi     rvice  as  a  Plumber.   .   ^r. 

Accidents  and  Public  Safety.  There  were  eleven  autom. 
accidents  in  the  Park  during  May,  thr      ludiug  personal  injuries . 

Cooperative  Activities 

Publicity.  Or*  each  Thu     ,    a  Yellowstone  Weekly  News 
was  issued  to  keep  employees,  concessioner:,  and  others  currently 
informed  of  Park  happenings. 

There  were  two  press  releases  issued.  («iay  6:  Travel 
figures  and  accommodations  information;  May  25:  Good  Neighbors  Day* 

Religious  and  Chapel  Use.  The  Chapel  waa  used  every 
Sunday  for  the  regular  Protestant         tool  and  services.  May  31 
was  the  last  church  school  service  until  next  fall.  At  the  May  24 
services  two  flags  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Xnger  Dunn  in  memory  of 
William  Dunn.  Also,  two  sets  of  candelabra:  one  set  for  the  altar, 
and  one  set  of  floor  candelabra  donated  by  the  Yellowstone  fa 
Company  employees  and  are  part  of  the  C.  A.  Hamilton  memorial. 

I!usaua  Activities  and  Exhibits.  The  Visitor  Centers  at 
Mammoth  end  Old  Faithful  were  opened  for  the  season  on  May  1.  The 
Canyon  Visitor  Center  opened  May  i  . 

The  exhibit  "Avenue  of  Travel'  on  the  West  Entrance  c 
and  "Large  Mammals  of  Hayden  Valley''  on  the  Canyon-Lake  road  have 
been  placed.  Work  is  continuing  on  panels  for  the  "Upper  Falls". 

Research  and  Observation.  The  Region  Two  Office  and 
Theodore  Roosevelt  National  Memorial  Park  were  supplied  copies  of 
parts  of  Charles  Marble's  manuscript,  describing  a  hunt  with 
Theodore  Roosevelt  in  189G.  This  will  be  used  in  planning  wo:, 
the  Theodore  Roosovalt  National  Memorial  Perk 


Lendid  Geyser  is  known  to  have  played  five  times  on  the 
8th.  Morning  Geyser  played  on  tha  9th,  the  first  time  since  last 
fail. 
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raX  History-  Asaoclati   . 
on  duty  as   Librarian  for  the  Asaociati      vy  21. 

Co.icess ioaer s.     During  the 
a  meeting  of  the  Resort  Committee  of  tho  ^aerican  Hotel  Aesociat 
in  Florida  and  a  meeting  of  the  Rod    uiitain  Hotel  Arse 
in  Denver. 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Company  moved  its  Audit  Of fie 
Helena,  Montana,  tc  Mammoth  on 


aithful  campe         ..ad  cafeteria   -  ~i  on 
May  1.  The  Old  Faithful  Repair         .ad  Ma.    ,       -  Old 
Faithful  Lod^o  cabina  opened  May  2  . 

The  Haynea  Picture  Shop  i       :h  opened  May  1, 
Haynea  Shop  at  Old  Faithful  ope.  .   laynee  Inc.  . 

annual  report  was  pre-audited  &  to  the  Director  on 

May  20. 

The  Yellov.stone  Park  Service    I  Lons  office  w 
Butte  to  Gardiner  on  April  27.  The  service  statior.3  at  Old  Faithful 
and  Lake  opened  May  1,  Canyon  Vil"        3,  and  West  Thv- 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Medicc     vice  opened  it 
at  Old  Faithful  on  May  8,  with  a  registered  nurse  in  char:,  . 

.  Trevor  S.  Povah,  Pr       ,    ilton  Scores,  1 
arrived  in  the  Park  May  1  . 

Hamilton's  Lower  Store  at  Old  Faithful  opened  Mt.y  I; 
Lake  General  Store  opened  May  16;  Mammoth  Coffee  Shop,  May  23; 
Canyon  Village  General  Stora,  May  23  and  Vest  Thumb  and  Fi~. 
Bridge  General  Store,  May  29. 

The  Old  Faithful  Postal  Station  opened  May  4;  Canyon 
Postal  Station  Jlay  25;  Canyon  Villas •     ;d  May  28;  Fishing 
Bridge  an-.      Thumb  Posts  1  Iteti   , 

Superintendent  Garrison  approved  s  gasoline  price  r 
of  4/10c  per  gallon  on  May  13,  ■airing  the  price  of  CONOCO  gasoline  - 
tegular,  30. Cc  per  gallon,  and  Ethyl,  40.8c  per  gallon  at  all 
stations  In  the  Park. 

Amendment  6-A  to  Yellowstone  Pari;  Company  rates  was 
approved  by  Superintendent  Garrluc        ,      ing  daytime  and 
sunrise  trips  to  Mount  Washburn  ai         ach  rides  from  Roosevelt 
Lodge  to  Pleasant  Valley.  Amendment  7 -A  was  approved  by  the 
Superintendent  on  May  28,  covering  increases  in  rates  on  some  items 
on  the  wine  and  cocktail  list. 
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On  i-U      tr.  Jack  E. 
Yellows  to  ui»j»  became  available,        jok  tells 

story  oi  live  stage  holdups  which  were  pox>etrat:eu  in  Y*li< 
Park  in  I    ,   &97,  1906,  lyl4,  a       . 
bookstores  throughout  the  country  and  in  the  Park  £01 

^intanance.  Work  has  started  on  the  Gardixiar-llaiaaoth 
road  alignment  of  smoothing  out  a  curve  which  requires  ouch  high 
bank  cuUx  ..  . 

Boardwalks  were  placed  e      1  *rom  parking  avaj 
V/raith  Fails  ana  ia  cae  Old  Faithful     .  A  trial  sac. 
soil-cement  vain  was  placed  on  the  lUmaoth   rex  race  Trail. 

-.r cement.  A  total  of  rive  court  cases  were 
brought  before  U.  8.  Commissioner        including  spee 
grand  larceny  and  fishing  in  close      est, 

ins  Fire  Protection.  Fire  trucks  ware  placed  in  operation 
st  the  various  stations  opened  tor  toe  aaeaon. 

:.*t  Fire  Protection.  The  saaokachasat'  packs  have  bean 
assembled  ana  are  ready  ror  the  aocii      a  season. 

rest  Insects.  Dr.  Pepper  a      .worth  Hasti 
entomologists  from  Montana  State      a  at  Bozeuau  were  at 
Tower  Pali  on  the  11th  and  12th  stud;      a  effect  ox  Spc 
Budworm  spraying,  and  to  collect  stream  aamplee. 

Some  Blister  Rust  eradication  work  wad  dona  on  r 
In  the  Ma.ji.tot.  area. 

d  Fish  Cultural  Activities.  B&Ah.  2V* 
grizzly  bears  ware  reported  between  Gardiner  and  the  North  Entrance 
on  the  12th.  A  grizzly  and  two  cubs  have  bean  seen  in     ild 
Faithful  area,  several  black  bears  and  grizzlies  have  bean  ol.- served 
In  the  South  District  and  in  Hayd<-     ey.  Three  dangerous  black 
bears  ware  destroyed  in  the  South  District  during  the  uionth.  Jeveral 
were  trapped  and  released  in  remote  areas. 

UI.iON.  Park  Ranger  (General)  Bcals  reported  seeing  a 
yearling  bison  fail  into  Ojo  Calient*  pool  on  the  8th,  and  on  cue 
10th  the  Old  Faithful  Winterkeeper  reported  seeing  a  grizzly  bear 
fish  part  wt   the  carcass  out  of  the  paol,  h   herd  of  65  blsor  and 

16  calves  wore  observed  in  the  Lower  Geyser  Basin  on  the  ■ 
Bison  were  plentiful  in  the  Tower  Fell  area  ouring  cue  *outh  and 

17  calves  ware  observed. 
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DKEii.  Deer  are  frequ  n  the  Tow* 

A  her<!  el  12  v/as  observed  on  the  27th. 

X.  An  elk  calf  vaa  observed  oa  the  22nu  and  another 
on  the  26th  in  the  Canyon  area*  Coun.     2  JO  elk  have  been  made 
in  the  Tower  Full  area,  and  numerous  calves  have  bean  observed. 

MOOSE.  Nine  moose  were  observed  in  the  Lake  Sub- 
District. 

OTTER*  ihree  otter  were  obaerv.        i4th  near  the 
Government  bo^t  u>c£  at  Lake. 

'►.ILDFOWL.  Canadian  geese  have  been  observed  all  alon£ 
the  Madison  River. 

Three  trumpeter  swan  were  seen  on  Slide  Lake  on  the 
21st  and  22nd. 


.  Garrison 
Superintendent 


In  tripli 

Copy  to:  negion  Two 


10 


. 


j 

- 


. 


. 


. 


. 


. 


